
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE
A SAILORS SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE WITH A DEFINED DEEP TWIST

SMOOTH SILKY CREAM COLOURED PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

Â€¨SIZE: 90CM LONG - 35½ INS LONG
NOTES REGARDING SHIPPING: THIS CANE CAN BE LEGALLY IMPORTED TO THE USA TOGETHER WITH THE APPROPRIATE

CITES EXPORT CERTIFICATE
PLEASE CONTACT FOR DETAILS AND SHIPPING QUOTES

CITES ARTICLE 10 CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE

 
LITERATURE

MARINE WALKING CANES WERE VARIOUSLY CONSTRUCTED BY SAILORS ONBOARD 19TH CENTURY WHALING SHIPS
FROM WHALEBONE, SPERM WHALE TEETH AND THE SPIRAL TUSKS OF THE ARCTIC NARWHAL. WHEN THE SHIP HEADED

HOMEWARD AFTER A THREE OR FOUR YEAR VOYAGE THE WHALE-MAN’S PATIENCE WAS MOST SORELY TRIED. THE
PROGRESS WAS SLOW, EVEN IF ALL THE SAILS WERE SET, AND THE PASSAGE TOOK SEVERAL MONTHS AS THE SHIP HAD

TO RUN UP THE ATLANTIC WITH THE NORTH-EAST TRADE WINDS, AND WAS OFTEN BECALMED FOR LONG PERIODS OF
TIME. TO OBVIATE THIS UNEASINESS AND PROLONGED BOREDOM ALL HANDS WERE ENCOURAGED TO CONSTRUCT

ARTICLES OF THEIR OWN FANCY FROM THE AVAILABLE MATERIALS ON BOARD. THIS INTENSE OCCUPATION CONTINUED
NOT JUST FOR HOURS, BUT FOR DAYS AND IN SOME INSTANCES, WHOLE WEEKS.

 


