
EARLY ENGLISH CARVED BOXWOOD CANE OR CEREMONIAL STAFF HANDLE THE TOP DATED 1698
A RARE AND INTERESTING EARLY ENGLISH CARVED BOXWOOD CANE OR CEREMONIAL STAFF HANDLE THE TOP DATED

1698 THE SIDES DECORATED WITH A SCENE OF ADAM AND EVE IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND WITH A SCENE DEPICTING
A MASONIC CEREMONY WITH NUMEROUS MASONIC SYMBOLS THE INITIALS ‘TG’ CARVED TO THE COLLAR

LATE 17TH CENTURY
Â€¨SIZE: 11.5CM HIGH, 4.5CM DIA. (MAX) - 4½ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS DIA. (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

THE INTERESTING CARVED SCENE ON THIS STAFF PROBABLY PORTRAYS THE INITIATION OF A CANDIDATE INTO A LODGE
OF ADOPTION. THE MASONIC SYMBOL OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CROOK OR ‘HEKA’ ABOVE THE INITIATES HEAD WAS THE

SCEPTRE USED BY THE EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS TO SIGNIFY GOVERNMENT. THE TWO FIGURES STAND BETWEEN THE
PILLARS OF HERCULES ABOVE WHICH ARE CARVED SYMBOLIC MATHEMATICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL EMBLEMS.

MUCH OF MASONIC SYMBOLISM IS MATHEMATICAL IN ITS NATURE AND CONSEQUENTLY ATTRACTED MANY 18TH CENTURY
RATIONALISTS AND HUMANISTS, SUCH AS MOZART WHOSE OPERA THE ‘MAGIC FLUTE’ MAKES EXTENSIVE USE OF

MASONIC SYMBOLISM, AND VOLTAIRE, GOETHE, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, GEORGE WASHINGTON, MARK TWAIN AND MANY
OTHERS. NO ONE PARTICULAR METAPHYSICAL THEORY IS ADVANCED AND IN KEEPING WITH THE GEOMETRICAL AND

ARCHITECTURAL THEME OF FREEMASONRY, THE SUPREME BEING OR CREATIVE PRINCIPLE (GOD) IS REFERRED TO IN
MASONIC RITUAL AS THE GRAND GEOMETER OR THE GREAT ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE. 

THE OLDEST JURISDICTION IN THE ENGLISH BRANCH OF FREEMASONRY IS SAID TO BE THE GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND
WHICH WAS FOUNDED IN 1717. THIS STAFF IS THEREFORE AN EXTREMELY EARLY EXAMPLE OF ENGLISH MASONIC ART.

 


