
BERING SEA ESKIMO INUIT ANTHROPOMORPHIC CARVED WALRUS IVORY GAMING PIECE
A BERING SEA ALASKAN INUIT CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULET OR GAMING PIECE OF ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORM 

THE BODY OF A BIRD WITH A MAN’S HEAD
THE EYES ONCE FILLED WITH PYRITES

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3.5CM HIGH - 1¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

CF: A SIMILAR PIECE FROM NOME, ALASKA, ILLUSTRATED IN THE FITZHUGH COLLECTION 19/3455 IN ‘ARCTIC ART ESKIMO
IVORY’ MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN, 1980

Â€¨THE CONCEPT OF TRANSFORMATION, OF MEN INTO ANIMALS AND BIRDS, OF BIRDS TO ANIMALS INTO MEN, PERMEATES
ALL ASPECTS OF INUIT ESKIMO LIFE AND IS OFTEN EXPRESSED IN CARVINGS SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE. THE IDEA OF

TRANSFORMATION IS A CENTRAL PART OF WESTERN ESKIMO TRADITION AND A CORNERSTONE OF THE RAVEN ORIGIN
MYTH, AND OF THE CONCEPT OF ‘INUA’, THE POWERFUL SPIRIT WORLD OF THE SOUL.

THE ABILITY OF MEN AND ANIMALS TO TRANSFORM THEMSELVES INTO OTHER BEINGS WHILST ALWAYS RETAINING THEIR
‘INUAS’ RESULTS IN AN UNPREDICTABLE WORLD IN WHICH ONE CANNOT BE SURE OF THE TRUE IDENTITY OF ANY GIVEN
CREATURE. TRANSFORMATIONS ARE THE REASON FOR THE MANY ‘HALF CREATURES’ THAT ARE MENTIONED IN BERING
SEA STORIES AND MYTHOLOGY AND OF WHICH EXAMPLES CAN BE FOUND CARVED OF WALRUS IVORY, OFTEN AS DRAG

HANDLES, SUCH AS THE MAN-SEAL OR THE WALRUS-DOG.

 


