Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI WHALEBONE SHORT STABBING HAND CLUB ‘PATU PARAOA’

ANEW ZEALAND MAORI WHALEBONE SHORT STABBING HAND CLUB ‘PATU PARAOA
OF SIMPLE ELEGANT FORMWITH RIDGES CARVED ACROSS THE BUTT AHOLE FOR WRIST CORD
FINE COLOUR AND PATINA
18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 37.5CMLONG, 10.5CMWIDE (MAX) — 14% INS LONG, 4 INS WIDE (MAX)

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 20, ITEMNO. 71, FOR ANOTHER MAORI WHALEBONE STABBING CLUB

LITERATURE

WAR TO THE MAORI WAS REGARDED AS ARECREATION, AFORMOF SPORT CARRIED OUT UNDER FIRMLY ESTABLISHED

RULES USING ARANGE OF WEAPONS. MAORI WARRIORS CONSEQUENTLY SPENT ACONSIDERABLE PORTION OF THEIR

TIME GROOMNG AND TRAINING FOR BATTLE. THEIR CHOSEN WEAPONS REQUIRED AVERY HIGH DEGREE OF PHYSICAL
FITNESS AND WERE ONLY EFFECTIVE WHEN USED WITH GREAT DEXTERITY.

MADE FROM THE SPATULATE SECTION OF AWHALE'S JAW, THE BLADE IS KNOWN AS THE ‘RAU” WHICH GAVE RISE TO THE
MAORI TERM FOR CONQUEST ‘RAUPATU’ PRESUMABLY AS SO MANY SUCCESSFUL BATTLES WERE FOUGHT WITH THIS
TYPE OF BLADE. USED AS ASTRIKING WEAPON THE DISTAL END OF THE CLUB WAS THRUST STRAIGHT FROMTHE
SHOULDER DELIVERING ABLOW TO THE ENEMY'S TEMPLE, OR IF THEIR HAIR COULD BE GRASPED, THE PATU COULD BE
DRIVEN UP UNDER THE JAWOR RIBS.



