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ALASKAN YUP’IK ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC HGURE OF A YOUNG CARIBOU

AN ALASKAN YUP'IK ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC FIGURE OF AYOUNG CARIBOU
ABLUE GLASS TRADE BEAD FASTENED TO ITS MOUTH
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 10CMLONG -4 INS LONG

LITERATURE

DURING THE AUTUMN AND WINTER MONTHS HUNTERS TRAP THE LARGER LAND ANIMALS INCLUDING CARIBOU, MOOSE
AND BEAR. THE CARIBOU PROVIDE MANY MATERIALS CRITICAL TO THE MAINTENANCE OF BERING SEA CULTURE. BESIDES
MEAT FOR FOOD, THEIR FUR, HIDE, SINEW AND ANTLERS ARE ALL USED. HOWEVER, THESE AMULETS ARE THOUGHT TO
PORTRAY YOUNG OR FOETAL CARIBOU WITH THEIR IMVATURE FEATURES, CROUCHING POSITION AND THIN LEGS WITH
DETAILED HOOVES. FOETAL CARIBOU ARE FREQUENTLY TAKEN DURING THE SPRING HUNT BEFORE THEIR MOTHERS
GIVE BIRTH, AND THEIR SOFT HIDE IS PRIZED FOR CLOTHING. THE FUNCTION OF THIS CARIBOU AMULET IS NOT TO
MAGICALLY PROMOTE ASUCCESSFUL HUNT BUT RATHER TO INSURE THE CONTINUED ABUNDANCE OF THE SPECIES.



