
ANTIQUE SKULL OF A SOUTHERN AFRICAN BLACK RHINOCEROS ‘DICEROS BICORNIS’
AN ANTIQUE SKULL OF A SOUTHERN AFRICAN BLACK RHINOCEROS ‘DICEROS BICORNIS’

18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 28CM HIGH, 56CM LONG, 33CM WIDE – 11 INS HIGH, 22 INS LONG, 13 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

UNLIKE A STAG’S ANTLERS WHICH HAVE A BONY CORE CONNECTED TO THE SKELETON, A RHINOCEROS HORN IS NOT
INTEGRATED WITH THE SKULL. INSTEAD, THE THICK NASAL BONE SUPPORTS THE HORN AND ABSORBS THE IMPACT
WHEN THE RHINO CHARGES. ITS VERY LARGE HEAD BEARS TWO, AND SOMETIMES THREE HORNS WITH THE FEMALE

HAVING SMALLER HORNS.
THE BLACK RHINO IS ACTUALLY GREY, BUT TAKES ON THE COLOUR OF THE MUD IN WHICH IT WALLOWS. IT IS THE

LARGEST LIVING LAND ANIMAL AFTER THE ELEPHANT.

 


