
CENTRAL AFRICAN ZAIRE KUBA RELATED PEOPLES CEREMONIAL IVORY POUNDER OR PESTLE
A CENTRAL AFRICAN ZAIRE KUBA RELATED PEOPLES CEREMONIAL IVORY POUNDER OR PESTLE 

FINE OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 41.5CM LONG – 16 INS LONG
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 19, ITEM NO. 62, FOR ANOTHER KUBA PESTLE

 
LITERATURE

ELEPHANT HUNTING WAS A DANGEROUS EXERCISE REQUIRING SPECIAL SKILLS AND INVOLVING RITUAL OBSERVANCES
AND IN THE 19TH CENTURY THE KUBA HAD AN ASSOCIATION TO CONTROL THE LOCAL TRADE IN IVORY AND TO HELP
INSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE HUNT. THE SUCCESSFUL HUNTER WAS RECOGNISED AND HAD THE RIGHT TO WEAR

SPECIAL TALISMANIC NECKLACES. HIS WIFE WOULD ALSO DISPLAY HIS PROWESS BY USING AN IVORY TUSK AS A
POUNDER IN FOOD PREPARATION. THESE PESTLES ARE WORN FROM YEARS OF USE AND SPEAK OF THE FORMER

IMPORTANCE OF ELEPHANT HUNTING TO THE KUBA, AND OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE HUNTER’S SUCCESS
AND THE DISPLAY OF STATUS-IMBUED OBJECTS.

 


