
PAIR OF SRI LANKAN CARVED IVORY ROYAL FIGURES
A PAIR OF SRI LANKAN CARVED IVORY ROYAL FIGURES OF THE KANDYAN COURT EACH HOLDING A LOTUS BLOSSOM

DRESSED IN THEIR JEWELS AND FINE SILK ROBES
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 12CM AND 9.5CM HIGH – 4¾ INS AND 3¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

KNOWN AS THE ‘ISLE OF RUBIES’ BY THE EARLY ARAB MUSLIM TRADERS IN THE 8TH - 10TH CENTURIES; DESCRIBED IN
1646 AS ‘A GIFT FROM A DIVINE HAND’ BY THE PORTUGUESE JORGE PHITO DE AZEVEDO TO HIS KING JOAO IV, THE

BEAUTIFUL PEAR SHAPED ISLAND OF SRI LANKA WAS CALLED CEYLON BY THE BRITISH WHEN THEY BROUGHT THE
ISLAND UNDER COLONIAL RULE IN 1815. LATER, HORACE WALPOLE WAS TO DESCRIBE THE COUNTRY AS THE ‘ISLE OF

SERENDIP.’
THE MOUNTAIN KINGDOM OF KANDY WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE 14TH CENTURY BY KING WICKRAMABAHU OF GAMPOLA.

THE CAPITAL WAS NAMED KANDY IN HONOUR OF A BRAHMIN HOLY MAN CALLED SENKANDA WHO LIVED AS A HERMIT IN A
CAVE BEHIND WHAT WAS TO BECOME THE ROYAL PALACE AND ITS COMPLEX OF SHRINES.

 


