Finch & C°

SOUTH AMERICAN AMAZONIAN ‘TUKANO’ INDIAN CEREMIONIAL DEER BONE FLUTE

ASOUTH AVERICAN AMAZONIAN ‘TUKANO' INDIAN CEREMONIAL DEER BONE FLUTE ADORNED WITH PARROT AND
TOUCAN FEATHER DANGLERS
LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 25CMLONG - 9% INS LONG

LITERATURE

THIS MUSICAL INSTRUMENT IS GENERALLY PLAYED BY MEN AND IS HEARD DURING THE ‘CHICHA FESTIVAL, WHICH IS
HELD TO CELEBRATE THE MANIOC HARVEST. ‘CHICHA IS AKIND OF POTENT FERMENTED DRINK MADE FROM GRATED
MANIOC ROOT AND TOASTED CASAVA VAST QUANTITIES ARE CONSUMED TOGETHER WITH POUNDED COCA LEAVES BY
THE MEN OF THE COMMUNITY WHILST THE SHAMAN CONTROLS THE PACE OF THE DANCING WHICH CULMINATES IN A
MASS TRANCE-LIKE STATE. THE DEER BONE FLUTE EMTS ABIZARRE, PIERCING, EERIE, BUT MELODIOUS AND HYPNOTIC
SOUND WHICH IS MADE BY BLOWING DOWN ASMALL SLIT CUT INTO THE HEAD. THE FLUTE IS PLAYED BETWEEN THE
DANCES AT THE FESTIVAL TO INVOKE THE SPIRITS TO JOIN THE CEREMONIES.



