
COLLECTION OF THREE SPANISH COLONIAL PHILIPPINES CARVED IVORY HEADS
A FINE COLLECTION OF THREE SPANISH COLONIAL PHILIPPINES CARVED IVORY HEADS DEPICTING THE VIRGIN MARY

THE EYES OF GLASS, FIXINGS TO THE HEAD FOR A WIG OR AUROLE OF SILVER
18TH CENTURY

SIZES:A. 5.5CM HIGH – 2¼ INS HIGH / 11CM HIGH – 4¼ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)
B. 9CM HIGH, 3½ INS HIGH / 15CM HIGH – 6 INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

C. 13.5CM HIGH – 5¼ INS HIGH / 21.5CM HIGH – 8½ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THE CATHEDRAL OF MANILA, THE FIRST IN THE ISLANDS, WAS ERECTED IN 1578 BY POPE GREGORY XIII UNDER THE
INVOCATION OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AND THUS IN THE PHILIPPINES THE VIRGIN WAS OFTEN PORTRAYED AS A
SOLITARY FIGURE WITHOUT HER CHILD, THE ‘PURISIMA’ OR ‘QUEEN OF HEAVEN’. FOR 350 YEARS THE PHILIPPINES WERE
UNDER SPANISH COLONIAL RULE AND THE CULT OF MARY, ‘SANTA MARIA’, WAS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE. ALMOST EVERY
OTHER CHURCH WAS DEDICATED TO ONE OF HER TITLES AND IMAGES OF HER WERE THEREFORE IN GREAT DEMAND.

RETABLES FREQUENTLY HAD STATUES OF THE VIRGIN ON THE CENTRAL OR HIGHEST NICHE WHILST HOUSEHOLD
ALTARS ALWAYS HAD SOME REPRESENTATION OF THE VIRGIN STANDING BESIDE A CRUCIFIX.

WOODEN STATUES OF THE MADONNA AND OF SAINTS WITH IVORY HEADS AND OTHER PARTS WERE ALSO CARVED IN
EUROPE BY ARTISTS SUCH AS SIMON TROGER IN SOUTH GERMANY, BUT THE CARVING OF RELIGIOUS IVORIES IN THE
PHILIPPINES DEVELOPED FROM A MIX OF THE CULTURES OF GOA, INDIA, CHINA AND COLONIAL SPAIN AND PORTUGAL.
MANY OF THE FIGURES WERE MODELLED AFTER PRINTS AND 17TH CENTURY RELIGIOUS OIL PAINTINGS. THE WOODEN

BODIES OF THE SANTOS AND VIRGIN WERE CLOTHED IN RICH LUXURIOUS GARMENTS OFTEN GARNISHED WITH
PRECIOUS STONES, AND STRIPS OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND WERE PERFUMED FOR SPECIAL FEAST DAYS WITH SCENTED
OILS. THE SMALLER FIGURES WERE KEPT FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION OR ENCASED IN FRAMES, WHILST THE LARGER ONES
WERE INTENDED FOR PROCESSIONS ON GOOD FRIDAY OR THE TOWN FIESTA, WHERE THEY EMBODIED THE PIETY AND



PRIDE OF THE COMMUNITY.

 


