
MARQUESAS ISLANDS WHALE IVORY FAN HANDLE ‘KE’E’
A SOUTH PACIFIC MARQUESAS ISLANDS WHALE IVORY FAN HANDLE ‘KE’E’

A LARGE CENTRAL TIKI FIGURE WITH OVERSIZE INCISED EYES BACKED BY FOUR SMALLER TIKI STACKED ONE ON TOP OF
ANOTHER AN ABSTRACT EYE MOTIF TO THE BASE OF THE HANDLE

A DOUBLE-DRILLED HOLE TO THE TOP TO TAKE A WOOD SHAFT

WHALE TOOTH (WORKED)

MARQUESAS ISLANDS

FIRST HALF OF 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7CM LONG, 3CM DIA. (MAX) – 2¾ INS LONG, 1¼ INS DIA. (MAX)
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LITERATURE

MARQUESAS ORNAMENTAL WHALE IVORY OBJECTS BECAME MORE ABUNDANT IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY WHEN THE
EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN WHALERS AND SANDALWOOD TRADERS BROUGHT LARGE NUMBERS OF WHALE TEETH TO

THE ISLANDS TO EXCHANGE FOR FOOD AND OTHER COMMODITIES.
DISTINCTIVELY SHAPED FANS ‘TAHI’I’ WERE CARRIED ON THE ISLANDS BY WARRIORS, RITUAL SPECIALISTS KNOWN AS

‘TAU’A’ AND OTHER MEN AND WOMEN OF HIGH BIRTH OR STATUS. AS SYMBOLS OF RANK THEY WERE DISPLAYED ON
IMPORTANT OCCASIONS SUCH AS FEASTS AND THEIR VISUAL IMPACT WAS ENHANCED BY THE ELEGANT MANNER IN

WHICH THEY WOULD BE CARRIED.
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