
CHINESE IVORY CASKET OF RECTANGULAR FORM
A FINE CHINESE IVORY CASKET OF RECTANGULAR FORM WITH HINGED COVER PROFUSELY CARVED IN DEEP RELIEF

WITH A SCENE OF ARMOURED KNIGHTS ON HORSEBACK IN A LANDSCAPE OF PAVILIONS, TREES, BIRDS AND FIGURES.
THE FRONT AND BACK WITH CARVED FLORAL PANELS THE SIDES WITH UNUSUAL PANELS CARVED WITH FISH AND

CRUSTACEA. THE CASKET STANDING ON FEET CARVED OF FOUR IVORY DRAGONS HEADS. THE VELVET LINED INTERIOR
WITH A TOP TRAY LIFTING TO REVEAL A DEEP COMPARTMENT COMPLETE WITH ORIGINAL SILVER KEY

QING DYNASTY, 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 13.5CM HIGH, 19.5CM WIDE, 15.5CM DEEP – 5¼ INS HIGH, 7¾ INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

OF ALL THE OBJECTS THE CHINESE IN THE HONGS OF CANTON COULD PRODUCE FOR THE EXPORT MARKET NOTHING
MORE INTRIGUED WESTERNERS THAN THE CARVINGS OF IVORY, MOTHER OF PEARL AND TORTOISESHELL. EXTREME

PATIENCE AND SKILL WAS NEEDED BY THE CANTONESE CRAFTSMEN USING UNUSUALLY SHARP INSTRUMENTS, AND THE
HIGH QUALITY OF THEIR CARVING DID NOT FALTER IN 300 YEARS! CARVINGS FROM THE SIMPLEST TO THE MOST ORNATE
WERE GREATLY VALUED IN THE WEST, THEN AS NOW, AS THEY CAPTURED THE IMAGINATION OF PURCHASERS FROM ALL

WALKS OF LIFE.

 


