Finch & C°

ABORIGINAL RETURNING HUNTING BOOMERANG

ASOUTH AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL RETURNING HUNTING BOOMERANG AN:
OLD PAPER LABEL ATTACHED INSCRIBED: ‘MADE BY THE NATIVES OF SOUTH AUSTRALIABOUGHT HOME BY H.R H. THE
DUKE OF YORK’
OLD SMOOTH DRY PATINA
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 54CMWIDE - 21%4 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IN 1901 ALBERT EDWARD, THEN PRINCE OF WALES PLANNED ATOUR OF THE EMPIRE WITH HIS WIFE ALEXANDRIA, BUT
THE DEATH OF HIS MOTHER QUEEN VICTORIAON 22ND JANUARY 1901 MEANT THAT PREPARATIONS WERE MADE FOR THE
CORONATION IN 1902 INSTEAD. CONSEQUENTLY EDWARD MI'S SON PRINCE GEORGE, DUKE OF CORNWALL AND YORK
AND HIS WIFE MARY OF TECH WERE CONSIGNED TO UNDERTAKE THE VOYAGE. ARRIVING IN ALBANY IN WESTERN
AUSTRALIATHEY SAILED TO MELBOURNE AND THERE OPENED THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL PARLIAVENT. THEY
THEN TRAVELLED TO SYDNEY BY TRAIN. THE DUKE OF CORNWALL AND YORK LATER BECAVE KING GEORGE VAND HIS
SON EDWARD; PRINCE OF WALES ALSO VISITED AUSTRALIAIN APRIL 1920 TO THANK THEM FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN
VWML
THREE ANCIENT BOOMERANGS WERE RECOVERED FROMA SOUTH AUSTRALIAN PEAT QUARRY AND DATED TO8TH
CENTURY BC, WHICH SUGGESTS THAT THE ABORIGINAL BOOMERANG IS THE OLDEST IN THE WORLD. THE LIGHTER
RETURNING BOOMERANGS SUCH AS THIS EXAVPLE WITH THIN BROAD BLADES AND ASHARP ‘ELBOW WERE USED FOR
HUNTING WATER BIRDS ON THE LAKES AND WATERWAYS OF SOUTH EASTERN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, SOUTHERN NEW
SOUTH WALES AND VICTORIA WHEN THROVWN LOW OVER WATERFOWL AT STREAMVIS OR SWAVPS THE SHADOW OF THE
BOOMERANG RESEMBLES THAT OF A SWOOPING HAWK SERVING TO SCARE THE BIRDS TO FLY INTO PREPARED NETS.
THE CARVING OF BOOMERANGS WAS EXCLUSIVELY AMALE ACTIMTY AND BEFORE THE ADVENT OF PLENTIFUL METAL
TOOLS, THEY WERE CUT USING STONE AXES AND ADZE AND THEN FINISHED WITH ASTONE OR SHELL SCRAPER. THE
SUBTLE VARIATION IN SIZE, FORMAND DECORATION OF AUSTRALIAN BOOMERANGS MIRRORS THE SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL
DIVERSITY OF THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLE ACROSS THE COUNTRY.



