
NETHERLANDISH CARVED STONE HEAD OF PAN
AN INTERESTING NETHERLANDISH CARVED STONE HEAD OF PAN 

ATTRIBUTED TO ROMBOUT VERHULST (1624 – 1698)
MUSEUM RESTORATION TO TIP OF NOSE

17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 22CM HIGH – 8½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

ROMBOUT VERHULST WAS A FLEMISH SCULPTOR WHO WORKED MAINLY IN HOLLAND. IN THE 1650’S HE WAS THE MOST
IMPORTANT ASSISTANT TO ARTUS QUELLIN I IN THE SCULPTURAL DECORATION OF THE TOWN HALL IN AMSTERDAM. BY

1663 HE HAD SETTLED IN THE HAGUE WHERE HE BECAME A LEADING SCULPTOR OF BUSTS AND TOMBS. HIS MONUMENT
TO ADMIRAL MICHEL DE RUYTER OF 1681 IN THE NEW CHURCH IN AMSTERDAM IS CONSIDERED TO BE HIS MASTERPIECE.

PAN WAS A GOAT-HORNED AND GOAT-LEGGED GREEK GOD. THE SON OF HERMES AND FAVOURITE OF DIONYSUS, THE
FERTILITY GOD. BORN IN ARCADIA, HE PLAYED ON THE SYRINX AND HAUNTED CAVES AND LONELY RURAL PLACES. HE

WAS PLAYFUL AND ENERGETIC, BUT IRRITABLE ESPECIALLY IF DISTURBED DURING HIS SIESTA. HE COULD INSPIRE FEAR
AND A SUDDEN GROUNDLESS FRIGHT IN BOTH MEN AND ANIMALS. LIKE OTHER OLYMPIANS, HE ENJOYED CHASING

NYMPHS, ESPECIALLY ECHO.

 


