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OLD SMOOTH PATINA WITH DEEP SPIRAL TWIST
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 198CM LONG – 78 INS LONG

 



LITERATURE
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES THE TUSK OF A NARWHAL WAS SOLD AS THE HORN OF A UNICORN. PHYSICIANS BELIEVED

THAT POWDERED UNICORN HORN COULD CURE ILLS FROM PLAGUE TO RABIES, AND EVEN MAGICALLY RAISE THE DEAD.
IT WAS MARKETED AS A PRECURSOR TO VIAGRA AND RIVALLED SNAKE’S TONGUE AND GRIFFIN’S CLAW AS A DETECTOR

OF POISON. AS POISONINGS AMONGST THE ROYAL COURTS OF EUROPE WERE ALL THE RAGE IN MEDIEVAL TIMES
‘UNICORN HORN’ BECAME ONE OF THE MOST COVETED SUBSTANCES, WORTH TEN TIMES ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD. FRENCH
MONARCHS DINED WITH NARWHAL TOOTH UTENSILS AND PLACED TUSKS ALONG BANQUETING TABLES. MARTIN LUTHER

WAS FED THE POWDERED TUSK AS MEDICINE BEFORE HE DIED AND THE EMPEROR RUDOLF II REGULARLY TOOK A
PINCH AS AN ANTIDOTE TO MELANCHOLY. THE SPIRALLED IVORY TUSK WAS USED TO MAKE THE SCEPTRE OF THE

HASBURGS, IVAN THE TERRIBLE’S STAFF, THE SWORD OF CHARLES THE BOLD AND THE THRONE OF THE DANISH KINGS.

 


