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LITERATURE

PERSEUS WAS A LEGENDARY GREEK HERO, THE SON OF THE ARGIVE PRINCESS DANAÍ« AND ZEUS WHO CAME TO HER IN
THE FORM OF A GOLDEN SHOWER. IT WAS PERSEUS WHO KILLED THE GORGON MEDUSA AND PRESENTED HER HEAD TO
THE GODDESS ATHENA, WHO HAD GIVEN HIM A MIRROR SHIELD. ON HIS WAY BACK TO SEIPHOS ISLAND HE STOPPED IN

THE KINGDOM OF ETHIOPIA RULED BY KING CEPHEUS AND QUEEN CASSIOPEIA. THE QUEEN BOASTED THAT HER
DAUGHTER ANDROMEDA WAS EQUAL IN BEAUTY TO THE NEREIDS INFURIATING POSEIDON, WHO IN VENGEANCE SENT
FLOODS ON THE LAND AND A SEA MONSTER CETUS WHO DESTROYED BOTH MAN AND BEAST. THE ORACLE OF AMMAN
ANNOUNCED THAT NO RELIEF WOULD BE FOUND UNTIL THE KING EXPOSED HIS DAUGHTER TO THE MONSTER AND SO

SHE WAS CHAINED NAKED TO A ROCK. PERSEUS SLEW THE MONSTER AND SETTING HER FREE, CLAIMED HER IN
MARRIAGE.

 


