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ITALIAN ANELY CARVED EBONY PANELS DEPICTING THE LEGEND OF PERSEUS AND ANDROMEDA

APAIR OF FRAVED ITALIAN FINELY CARVED EBONY PANELS DEPICTING THE LEGEND OF PERSEUS AND ANDROMEDA
EACH WITH AN OLD INK EXTENSIVELY INSCRIBED PAPER LABEL TO THE REVERSE
MD 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 27 5CMHIGH, 24CMWIDE — 10% INS HIGH, 972 INS WIDE
SEE: FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 3, ITEMNO. 72, FOR AFRENCH EBONY PLAQUE DEPICTING NEPTUNE

LITERATURE

PERSEUS WAS ALEGENDARY GREEK HERO, THE SON OF THE ARGIVE PRINCESS DANAi« AND ZEUS WHO CAVE TOHER IN
THE FORMOF AGOLDEN SHOWER. IT WAS PERSEUS WHO KILLED THE GORGON MEDUSA AND PRESENTED HER HEAD TO
THE GODDESS ATHENA, WHO HAD GIVEN HIMAMRROR SHIELD. ON HIS WAY BACK TO SEIPHOS ISLAND HE STOPPED IN
THE KINGDOMOF ETHIOPIARULED BY KING CEPHEUS AND QUEEN CASSIOPEIA THE QUEEN BOASTED THAT HER
DAUGHTER ANDROMEDAWAS EQUAL IN BEAUTY TO THE NEREIDS INFURIATING POSEIDON, WHO IN VENGEANCE SENT
FLOODS ON THE LAND AND ASEAMONSTER CETUS WHO DESTROYED BOTH MAN AND BEAST. THE ORACLE OF AVIVAN
ANNOUNCED THAT NO RELIEF WOULD BE FOUND UNTIL THE KING EXPOSED HIS DAUGHTER TO THE MONSTER AND SO
SHE WAS CHAINED NAKED TO AROCK. PERSEUS SLEW THE MONSTER AND SETTING HER FREE, CLAMED HER IN
MARRIAGE.



