
NORTH ITALIAN VENETIAN BRONZE FIGURE OF THE VENUS MARINA
A NORTH ITALIAN VENETIAN BRONZE FIGURE OF THE VENUS MARINA STANDING WITH A DOLPHIN ATTRIBUTED TO TIZIANO

ASPETTI (1565 – 1607) AND HIS WORKSHOP
FINE OLD LACQUERED DARK BROWN PATINA SOLID CAST MOUNTED ON A TURNED MARBLE BASE

CIRCA 1590 – 1600
SIZE: 12CM HIGH – 4¾ INS HIGH / 20.5CM HIGH – 8¼ INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

CF: A LARGER BRONZE OF THE VENUS OF MARINA BY THE HAND OF THE MASTER IN THE READ COLLECTION, LONDON
(PLANISCIQ 1921 FIG 644)

 
LITERATURE

ASPETTI WAS TRAINED IN THE VENETIAN TRADITION OF ALESSANDRO VITTORIA AND GIROLAMO CAMPAGUA AND
ALTHOUGH MUCH YOUNGER THAN VITTORIA, HE WAS DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY HIM. HE WAS ALSO INFLUENCED BY THE

WORKS OF SANSOVINO, ECHOES OF WHOSE FIGURES CAN BE SEEN IN HIS BRONZES. ASPETTI WAS AN ARTIST WHO
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN HAPPIEST WHEN WORKING ON A SMALL SCALE, AND THESE SCULPTURES OFTEN FORMED THE

TOPS OF PERFUME BURNERS AND INKWELLS. ASPETTI WAS PART OF THE LARGE AND PROSPEROUS INDUSTRY IN
VENICE DURING THE LATE 16TH AND EARLY 17TH CENTURY THAT WAS PRODUCING LARGE NUMBERS OF BRONZE DOOR
KNOCKERS, FIRE DOGS, CANDLESTICKS AND FURNITURE MOUNTS, AND SO HIS WORK MERGES ALMOST INEXTRICABLY

WITH THAT OF VITTORIA AND ROCCATAGLIATA AND THEIR WORKSHOPS.

 


