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A SOUTH WESTERN ALASKA YUPIK ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY HAIR COMB ‘NUYITET’ CARVED WITH TWO ANTHROPOMORPHIC
CARIBOU HEADS
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 6CM HIGH, 2.5CM WIDE, 0.75CM DEEP – 2¼ INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

ESKIMO WOMEN COMB THEIR HAIR WITH BOTH IVORY AND ANTLER COMBS. THEY WEAR THEIR HAIR IN TWO BRAIDS,
WHICH THEY DECORATE WITH STRINGS OF BEADS, ANIMAL FUR AND IVORY ORNAMENTS. THEY WOULD WASH THEIR HAIR
IN URINE TO KILL OFF ANY LICE AND THEN CAREFULLY COMB THE HAIR. MOTHERS WOULD REGULARLY PERFORM THIS

TASK FOR THEIR CHILDREN. THESE ‘NUYITET’ COMBS WERE ALSO USED BY WOMEN AS DECORATIVE HAIRPIECES.
COMBS WITH WIDER TEETH WERE CALLED ‘TANGLE REMOVERS’ ‘TEGURRILIURUTET’.

 


