
BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC PENDANT OF HUMAN FORM
A BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC PENDANT OF HUMAN FORM

THE HOLE FOR A CORD ATTACHMENT
18TH CENTURY – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 5CM HIGH – 2 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

AMULETS OF HUMAN FORM WERE HUNG IN THE BACK BETWEEN THE SHOULDER BLADES, AT THE NECK, OR SEWN INTO
THE CLOTHING OR TO AN AMULET STRAP WORN AGAINST THE BODY. AN ESKIMO WOMAN SKETCHED BY BEECHEY IN 1827
WEARS AN AMULET SUCH AS THIS AROUND HER NECK. IT WAS BELIEVED THAT AMULETS OF HUMAN SHAPE WITH A HOLE

IN THE NECK HAD TO BE NOURISHED AND SO WERE FED ONCE A DAY. THE AMULET WAS WORN AS A PROTECTION
AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS AND TO BRING GOOD LUCK. EACH AMULET HAD A SPECIFIC PURPOSE AND SO A PERSON WAS

LIKELY TO WEAR SEVERAL OF THEM.

 


