Finch & C°

SIBERIAN ARCTIC YAKUT PEOPLE'S SHAMANS CEREMONIAL IRON MASK

ASIBERIAN ARCTIC YAKUT PEOPLE'S SHAMANS CEREMONIAL IRON MASK
18TH CENTURY OR EARLIER
SIZE: 23.5CMHIGH, 19.5CMWIDE, APPROX: 5CMDEEP
9% INS HIGH, 7%4 INS WIDE, APPROX: 2 INS DEEP
CF: UNIVERSITY OF GOTTINGEN ASCH COLLECTION EXHIBITION ‘SHAMANS IN THE PALAEOLITHIC’ FOR ASIMLAR MASK

LITERATURE

TRADITIONALLY THE SIBERIAN YAKUT WERE HERDERS OF CATTLE AND HORSES. THEY WERE ALSO EXPERTS AT
SMELTING AND SMITHING IRON, PRODUCING TOOLS, WEAPONS, JEWELLERY AND ARMOUR. IN THE MIDDLE AGES YAKUT
WARRIORS WORE BODY ARMOUR AND HELMETS, AND PUT ARMOUR ON THEIR HORSES. METAL IS STILL USED TO
DECORATE YAKUT CLOTHING.

NEIGHBOURING GROUPS WHO WERE UNABLE TO SMELT IRON FROM ORE PERCEIVED YAKUT SMELTING SKILLS TO BE
GIFTS FROMTHE SPIRITS. YAKUT SHAMANS WERE REGARDED AS THE MOST POWERFUL IN SIBERIABECAUSE OF THEIR
ABILITY TO SMITH AND SMVELT METAL, AND OVER HUNDREDS OF YEARS THEY DEVELOPED A COMPLEX METALWORKING
CULTURE. AMULETIC IRON FIGURINES WERE CREATED TO ACT AS SPIRIT HELPERS AND AS OFFERINGS TO PROPITIATE

THE VARIOUS SPIRITS OF THE NATURAL WORLD SUCH AS THOSE OF THE ‘SACRED CLIFFS’ AND THE ‘SACRED TREE'.

METAL WAS CONSIDERED AMORE POWERFUL MATERIAL THAN BONE OR WOOD. DRESSED FIGURINES WERE SOMETIVES
GIVEN AMNIATURE IRON MASK TO WEAR AND USED AS SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS.



