
NAPOLEONIC FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR CARVED BONE GAMES BOX
A NAPOLEONIC FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR CARVED BONE GAMES BOX

DECORATED WITH 14 WATER COLOUR PANELS OF URNS OF FLOWER, FIGURES, BUILDINGS AND LANDSCAPES
THE SLIDING LID FLANKED BY A CRIBBAGE BOARD REVEALING AN INTERIOR DIVIDED FOR A SET OF DOMINOES AND FOR A

PAINTED SET OF BONE PLAYING CARDS
AN INK INSCRIPTION UNDERNEATH READING ‘TOURNY’

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 26.5CM LONG, 10CM WIDE – 3½ INS HIGH, 10½ INS LONG, 4 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

NO RECORD OF LIFE AS A NAPOLEONIC PRISONER OF WAR IN THE PURPOSE BUILT DEPOT AT NORMAN CROSS IN
CAMBRIDGESHIRE IS KNOWN TO EXIST, ALTHOUGH AN INTERESTING COLLECTION OF THEIR CARVED BONE WORKS OF
ART CAN BE SEEN IN THE LITTLE KNOWN CITY MUSEUM IN NEARBY PETERBOROUGH. THE DEPOT RECEIVED ITS FIRST
INMATES IN 1797 AND WAS FOR MANY YEARS THE ONLY PRISON SPECIFICALLY CONSTRUCTED FOR THE CUSTODY OF

CAPTIVES FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY AND NAPOLEONIC WARS. DARTMOOR WAS ALSO BUILT FOR THE SAME PURPOSE,
BUT WAS NOT OCCUPIED UNTIL 1809. IT BECAME A CONVICT PRISON IN 1850 AND IS TODAY STILL USED AS SUCH.

 


