
ANTHROPOMORPHIC NATIVE AMERICAN NEW MEXICO ZUNI PUEBLO SACRED STONE FETISH FIGURE
AN IMPRESSIVE RARE ANTHROPOMORPHIC NATIVE AMERICAN NEW MEXICO ZUNI PUEBLO SACRED STONE FETISH

FIGURE
EXTENSIVE TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME

LATE 19TH – EARLY 20TH CENTAURY 
SIZE: 31CM HIGH – 12¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

REGARDED BY THE ZUNI AS POWERFUL AND SACRED, STONE FETISH IMAGES WERE KEPT BY PUEBLO FAMILIES AS
PERSONAL SPIRIT HELPERS. THEY WERE MADE AS REPRESENTATIONS OF THE ZUNI GODS AND WERE CONSULTED FOR

GUIDANCE IN ALL-IMPORTANT MATTERS.
STEWART CULIN (1858-1929), A FOUNDER OF THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION AND COLLECTOR OF

MANY SOUTH WESTERN NATIVE AMERICAN ARTEFACTS NOW IN THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM, NY HAD A GREAT INTEREST IN
RITUAL STONE OBJECTS. IN 1904 HE GAVE A LECTURE IN WHICH HE NOTED THE AMERICAN INDIAN’S ‘CONSTANT AND

WIDESPREAD USE OF STONE IN VARIOUS MECHANICAL ARTS. HE DISPLAYS THE NICEST DISCRIMINATION IN THE
SELECTION OF STONE FOR DIFFERENT USES AND IN THE QUALITY AND TEMPER OF MATERIAL WHICH HE THUS EMPLOYS’

(1904B: 18)

 


