
FINE CHINESE IVORY BRUSH POT ‘BITONG’
A FINE CHINESE IVORY BRUSH POT ‘BITONG’ 

CARVED IN THE SCHOLAR’S TASTE, STANDING ON THREE LOW FEET WITH INSET IVORY BASE
SMOOTH MELLOW SILKY PATINA
QING DYNASTY 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 6CM DIA. – 4 INS HIGH, 2¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE CHINESE ‘BITONG’ OR BRUSH POT GRADUALLY SUPPLANTED OTHER METHODS OF STORING WRITING BRUSHES
FROM THE MID 16TH CENTURY AND IS FOUND IN ALL THE MATERIALS USED BY THE MING AND QING CRAFTSMEN. BAMBOO
AND IVORY WITH THEIR NATURAL CIRCULAR SECTIONS WERE AN OBVIOUS AND FAVOURITE CHOICE FOR THE MAKING OF
THESE PIECES. DURING THE QING PERIOD WORKS OF ART CARVED IN THE ‘SCHOLAR’S TASTE’ BECAME POPULAR WITH
THE INCREASINGLY PROSPEROUS MIDDLE CLASSES WHO WISHED TO FOLLOW THE EMPEROR'S LEAD IN PURSUING AN
INTEREST IN THE ARTS. THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTS IN THE SCHOLARS’S STUDIO WERE CONNECTED WITH THE DESK, THE

COMPOSING OF POETRY AND THE PURSUIT OF CALLIGRAPHY AND PAINTING.

 


