
TWO DUTCH FALCONRY BONNETS BY MOLLEN
TWO DUTCH FALCONRY BONNETS BY MOLLEN

THE SMALLER HOOD FOR A MERLIN THE LARGER HOOD FOR A PEREGRINE FALCON
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: A 9CM HIGH – 3½ INS HIGH (INCLUDING FEATHERS)
B 8.5CM HIGH – 3¼ INS HIGH (INCLUDING FEATHERS)

 
LITERATURE

NO OTHER FORM OF HUNTING HAS BEEN HELD IN SUCH HIGH REGARD OVER THE CENTURIES AS FALCONRY AND TO
HAVE A NOBLE FALCON PERCHED ON THE FIST BECAME A SYMBOL OF PERSONS OF RANK. IN THE MIDDLE EAST FALCONS

ARE REGARDED AS THE QUINTESSENCE OF BEAUTY, SPEED AND AUDACITY, AND ARE STILL THOUGHT TO BE SYMBOLS
OF GREAT STATUS. 

ADRIANN MOLLEN WAS PRINCE ALEXANDER OF THE NETHERLANDS PROFESSIONAL FALCONER. PRINCE ALEXANDER
WAS PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL LOO HAWKING CLUB AND IN THE AREA SURROUNDING THE PALACE OF HET LOO HE

DEVELOPED IDEAL CONDITIONS FOR HERON FALCONRY. THE AREA WAS ALSO ON A MIGRATION ROUTE FOR PEREGRINE
FALCONS, WHICH WERE CAUGHT AND TRAINED FOR NUMEROUS EUROPEAN ROYAL DYNASTIES. MOLLEN BECAME
FAMOUS NOT ONLY FOR HIS REPUTATION AS A SYMPATHETIC FALCONER, BUT ALSO FOR HIS TECHNICAL SKILL IN

PRODUCING FALCONRY EQUIPMENT.

 


