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A FINE VICTORIAN CASED AND MOUNTED COLLECTION OF AUSTRALIAN BIRDS BY JAMES GARDNER OF LONDON

INCLUDING A LAUGHING KOOKABURRA A PIED NUTMEG PIGEON A GREEN NUTMEG PIGEON AN AUSTRALIAN KING
PARAKEET A BEE BEE PARROT A MISTLETOE BIRD A REGENT BOWERBIRD A YELLOW TAILED DIAMOND BIRD A

VARIEGATED WREN AND AN EMU WREN
A LARGE TRADE LABEL TO THE REVERSE FOR JAMES GARDNER OF OXFORD STREET, LONDON, AND A SMALLER

GARDNER TRADE LABEL TO THE INTERIOR
JAMES GARDNER EXHIBITED AT THE 1851 GREAT EXHIBITION AND STYLED HIMSELF ‘TAXIDERMIST TO THE ROYAL FAMILY’

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 82CM HIGH, 53.5CM WIDE, 27.5CM DEEP – 32¼ HIGH, 21 INS WIDE, 10¾ INS DEEP

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 17, ITEM NO. 1, FOR A VICTORIAN CASED COLLECTION OF AUSTRALIAN PARROTS BY T.M.
WILLIAMS

 
LITERATURE

THE KOOKABURRA IS AN INTRIGUING MEMBER OF THE KINGFISHER SPECIES THAT FEEDS ON SNAKES AND LIZARDS. IT IS
SOMETIMES CALLED THE ‘LAUGHING JACKASS’ IN AUSTRALIA AS IT HAS A WEIRD LAUGHING CRY WHICH IS STRANGELY
HUMAN IN ASPECT, VERY LOUD AND DISTURBING AND EVEN ALARMING TO THE UNINITIATED. A GROUP OF THEM WILL

RAISE A WILD CHORUS OF CRAZY LAUGHTER AS THEY GO TO ROOST IN THE TREETOPS AT DUSK AND AGAIN WAKE
EVERYONE WITHIN HEARING DISTANCE JUST AS DAWN BREAKS. THEY PERFORM THIS RITUAL SO REGULARLY THAT IN

THE OUTBACK OF AUSTRALIA THEY ARE KNOWN AS THE ‘BUSHMAN’S CLOCK’.
BRITAIN IN THE 19TH CENTURY WAS A MAJOR FOCUS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ART OF TAXIDERMY AND THE

SCIENCE OF NATURAL HISTORY. TODAY IT SEEMS TO HAVE BECOME LARGELY FORGOTTEN, NO LONGER AN ‘ART’ AND
DISREGARDED AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL IN ZOOLOGICAL STUDY, IT IS OFTEN NEGLECTED AS A PART OF THE NATION’S

CULTURAL HERITAGE.



 


