Finch & C°

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO BEMBE PEOPLES MALE FETISH OR POWER AGURE ‘BILONGO’

ACENTRAL AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO BEMBE PEOPLES MALE FETISH OR POWER FIGURE
‘BILONGO
THE EYES INLAID WITH SHELL ABUNDLE OF RITUAL SUBSTANCES TO HIS SCARIFIED ABDOMEN STANDING HOLDING A
RIFLE IN ONE HAND THE OTHER TOUCHING HIS BEARD
SMALL CHIPS TO THE BASE AND HAR
OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16.5CMHIGH — 672 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

IN ADDITION TO PRODUCING REPRESENTATIONS OF ANCESTORS THE BEMBE MAKE USE OF SMALL SCULPTURES FOR A
FORMOF COERCIVE MEDICINE. THE ‘NGANGA' OR HEALING PRIEST GIVES THE CHOSEN SCULPTURE ITS SUPERNATURAL
POWER BY INSERTING THE ‘BILONGO', THE BUNDLE OF RITUAL SUBSTANCE, INTO AN APERTURE ON THE FIGURE.
SIMULTANEQUSLY, THE PATIENT EXPECTS TO BE RELIEVED OF THE NEGATIVE INFLUENCES WITH WHICH HE HAS BEEN
BESET.



