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BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO NEW BRITAIN RITUAL SKULL

ABISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO NEW BRITAIN RITUAL SKULL
TRACES OF RED OCHRE TO THE BASE
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 14CMHIGH, 14. 5CMWIDE, 17.5CMDEEP — 5%2INS HIGH, 5% INS WIDE, 7 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO COMPRISES THE ISLANDS OF NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, NEW HANOVER AND THE
ADMRALTY ISLANDS AND IS NOW POLITICALLY PART OF PAPUANEW GUINEA ALTHOUGH SIGHTED BY SCHOUTEN AND
LEMAIRE IN 1606, IT WAS WILLIAM DAVPIER THE FAMOUS ENGLISH ADVENTURER AND CORSAIR WHO LANDED ON NEW
BRITAIN IN 1700. IN 1767 PHILIP CARTERET DISCOVERED THE STRAIT BETWEEN THE ISLANDS, NAVED IT ST GEORGE'S

CHANNEL, AND GAVE THE ISLANDS THEIR ENGLISH NAVES. THE WHALERS OF THE LATE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES
WERE FOLLOWED BY GERMAN COLONISTS WHO NAVED THE ISLAND NEW POMERANIA DURING THE SECOND WORLD
WAR, NEW BRITAIN WAS OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE AND OCCUPIED BY THE JAPANESE. LIBERATED BY THE ALLIES IN

1945, NEW BRITAIN GAINED ITS INDEPENDENCE FROMAUSTRALIAIN 1975.

NEW BRITAIN IS MADE UP OF ALARGE NUMBER OF RELATIVELY INDEPENDENT VILLAGE COMMUNITIES, COMPARABLE
WITH THOSE IN THE NEW GUINEAMAINLAND. THE FIRST ANTHROPOLOGIST TO LIVE WITH AND STUDY THE PEOPLE WAS
RICHARD HEINRICH ROBERT PARKINSON. IN HIS BOOK ‘“THIRTY YEARS IN THE SOUTH SEAS’ 1907, HE REFERS TOA
SKULL CULT IN NEW BRITAIN WHICH IS ASEPARATE AND DISTINCT PRACTICE FROM THE MAKING OF PARTIAL SKULL
MASKS. HE STATES ‘SKULLS OF WEALTHY PEOPLE, WHO HAVE ALOT OF ‘TABU' ARE EXHUMED AFTER ACERTAIN TIVE,
PLACED ON AFRAVE AND CEREMONIES TAKE PLACE. HOWEVER, THIS HAS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO DO WITH SKULL
MASKS!’



