Finch & C°

PAIR OF CHINA TRADE CANTONESE CARVED IVORY PARROTS

AN UNUSUAL PAIR OF CHINATRADE CANTONESE CARVED IVORY PARROTS ON CHERRYWOOD BASES
CIRCA 1880 —-1900
SIZE: 21CMHIGH — 8% INS HIGH

LITERATURE

PARROTS HAVE NEVER BEEN DOMESTICATED IN THE SAVE WAY THAT CHICKENS, DUCKS AND PIGEONS HAVE, BUT MORE
SPECIES OF PARROT HAVE BEEN TAMED AND RAISED IN CAPTIMTY THAN ANY OTHER GROUP OF BIRDS. TRIBAL PEOPLES
HAVE KEPT THEMAS PETS SINCE TIME IMVEMORIAL AND THE TALKING ABILITY OF THE AFRICAN GREY IS MENTIONED IN
ANCIENT GREEK AND ROMAN TEXTS.

PARROTS DEVELOP THEIR ABILITY TOMMC ONLY IN CAPTIMTY TO WHICH THEY ADAPT WITH EASE. NO OTHER BIRD USES
ITS FEET ALMOST LIKE HANDS, HOLDING FOOD IN ONE FOOT AND BITING PIECES OFF MUCH AS ONE WOULD EAT A
SANDWICH. REACTING TO FLATTERY AND CAPABLE OF SHOWING AFFECTION, PARROTS ARE EXTREMELY LONG LIVED.
INDIVIDUALS ARE KNOWN TO HAVE LIVED UPWARDS OF 50 YEARS IN CAPTIMTY AND ONE IS RECORDED AS HAVING
REACHED 80.



