


ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF A NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’
AN VERY FINE AND LONG ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF A NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’ 
THE UNTOUCHED SURFACE WITH A SMOOTH SHINY PATINA AND A VERY DEEP SPIRAL TWIST 

18TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 251.5CM LONG – 99 INS LONG / (8 FEET 3 INCHES) 

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 3, ITEM NO. 40, CATALOGUE NO. 7, ITEM NO. 129, CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEM NO. 123, AND
CATALOGUE NO. 19, ITEM NO. 72, FOR OTHER EXAMPLES

ARTICLE 10; DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE 
C.I.T.E.S DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE

 
LITERATURE

THE NARWHAL’S TUSK GROWS WITH AGE THROUGH THE UPPER LIP SPIRALLING CLOCKWISE TO REACH UP TO 4
METRES. IT HAS UNTIL NOW BEEN THOUGHT TO BE A SWORD LIKE WEAPON TO ‘FENCE’ RIVAL MALES AT BREEDING TIME,

BUT RECENT RESEARCH AT HARVARD HAS SHOWN THAT THE TUSK IS A SENSORY ORGAN OF EXCEPTIONAL SIZE AND
ACUTE SENSITIVITY THAT THROUGH 10 MILLION NERVE ENDINGS CAN DETECT SUBTLE CHANGES OF TEMPERATURE,

PRESSURE AND PARTICLE GRADIENTS AND POSSIBLY MORE, GIVING THE NARWHAL UNIQUE INSIGHTS INTO ITS OCEAN
ENVIRONMENT. 

ON THE SURFACE OF THE TUSK THERE ARE MILLIONS OF OPENINGS OR TUBULES THAT LEAD DOWN THROUGH A MAZE
LIKE COATING TO INNER NERVES AND TOOTH PULP WHICH IS CONNECTED TO THE NARWHAL’S BRAIN. IT IS NOW
THOUGHT THAT WHEN THE MALES HOLD THEIR TUSKS HIGH IN THE AIR THEY ARE SERVING AS SOPHISTICATED

WEATHER STATIONS HELPING THEM TO DETECT THE FATAL FREEZING OF OPEN ICE CHANNELS AND THE ARRIVAL OF
COLD FRONTS. 

IT IS NO LONGER THOUGHT THAT ‘TUSKING’ OR THE RUBBING OF TUSKS WITH OTHER MALES IS A RITUALISED FORM OF
BATTLE BUT MORE LIKE THE BRUSHING OF ONE’S TEETH. IT IS A WAY FOR MALES TO REMOVE THE ENCRUSTATION ON
THEIR TUSKS SO THAT THE TUBULES STAY OPEN ALLOWING THEM TO FUNCTION MORE EFFECTIVELY AS SENSORS. 

THOUGHT IN ANTIQUITY TO BE THE HORN OF THE MYTHICAL UNICORN AND TO POSSESS MAGICAL POWERS, NARWHAL
TUSKS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN HIGHLY PRIZED AND AVIDLY COLLECTED AS SUPREME EXAMPLES OF NATURAL CURIOSITY.

NOW THERE IS EVEN MORE OF A REASON TO WONDER AT THE MAGICAL NARWHAL TUSK. 
SEEKING THE UNICORN BECAME A FEATURE OF THE EXPLORATION OF THE NEW WORLD IN THE 16TH AND 17TH

CENTURIES. SO MANY NEW ANIMALS AND SPECIES OF PLANTS WERE BEING DISCOVERED THAT IS SEEMED POSSIBLE
THAT ONE DAY THE FABLED UNICORN WOULD BE FOUND. THE ‘GREAT HORN OF WINDSOR’, WHICH WAS VALUED BY THE
GERMAN TRAVELLER HENTZNER IN 1598 AT £100,000 WAS, PICKED UP ON AN ISLAND IN FROBISHERS STRAIT ON JULY 22
1577. WHEN IT REACHED ENGLAND IT WAS ‘RESERVED AS A JEWELL BY THE QUEEN MAJESTY’S COMMANDMENT, IN HER

WARDROBE OF ROBES’. IT WAS, OF COURSE, A NARWHAL TUSK. 
IN 1660 THE GERMAN SCHOLAR J.F. HUBRIGK DEMANDED ‘IS THERE ANY PRINCE, DUKE OR KING IN THE WORLD WHO

HAS NOT EITHER SEEN OR POSSESSED, AND REGARDED AS AMONG THE MOST PRECIOUS OF HIS POSSESSIONS, A
UNICORN’S HORN?’ 

THE BELIEF IN THE ANTIDOTAL PROPERTIES OF UNICORN HORN CAME FROM THE EAST, ESPECIALLY INDIA WHERE THE
ORIGIN OF THE LEGEND OF THE UNICORN WAS PROBABLY THE RHINOCEROS, BUT IN THE WEST IT WAS THE MUCH MORE

DISTINCTIVE, ELEGANT AND IMPRESSIVE NARWHAL TUSK THAT BECAME THE ‘UNICORN HORN’, ITS TRUE NATURE
PROCLAIMED BY THE UNIQUE SPIRAL, ITS ‘COCHLEARY TURNINGS’ AS THE 17TH CENTURY ENGLISH PHYSICIAN SIR

THOMAS BROWNE DESCRIBED IT. AND SO THE NARWHAL BECAME THE HORN THAT PRINCES COVETED AND THAT WAS
WORTH TEN TIMES ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD.

 


