
FIJIAN CHIEF’S FLYWHISK ‘I ROI’
A WESTERN POLYNESIA FIJIAN CHIEF’S FLYWHISK ‘I ROI’ OF IRONWOOD WITH A FINELY PLAITED AND BRAIDED COCONUT

SINNET FIBRE MANE
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 63CM LONG – 24¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

FLYWHISKS WERE OBJECTS OF STATUS FOR HIGH-RANKING INDIVIDUALS AND CEREMONIAL ATTENDANTS AND WERE
USED ON TONGA AND SAMOA AS WELL AS FIJI. THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL ATTRIBUTION IS DIFFICULT AS SAMOAN-TONGAN

CARPENTERS WERE SETTLED IN EASTERN AND COASTAL FIJI WORKING IN THE SERVICE OF LOCAL CHIEFS TO PRODUCE
WEAPONS AND REGALIA AS WELL AS CANOES, BUT IN GENERAL SAMOAN FLYWHISKS HAVE LONGER LENGTHS OF FIBRE

FOR THE MANE.
FIJIAN CHIEFS AND PRIESTS ENJOYED A SEMI-DIVINE STATUS, AND BEFORE THE ADVENT OF FIREARMS, WERE

RELATIVELY IMMUNE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. IN WAR THEY ADVERTISED THEIR STATUS BY THEIR DRESS AND BY HOLDING
DISTINCTIVE WEAPONS SUCH AS THE SHIELD-LIKE BROAD BLADED PADDLE CLUB. IN PEACE THEY WERE RECOGNISED

BY A BARK-CLOTH TURBAN, A LONG TRAIN TO THEIR LOINCLOTH AND BY HOLDING A FLYWHISK.
HOWEVER, WHATEVER THEIR ULTIMATE SIGNIFICANCE FLYWHISKS PROBABLY ORIGINATED OUT OF NECESSITY. MANY OF

THE SMALL ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC SUPPORT ENORMOUS POPULATIONS OF FLIES, WHICH WERE POSSIBLY WORSE
DURING THE 19TH CENTURY. THE EARLY EUROPEAN SETTLERS QUICKLY ADOPTED THE USE OF THE FLYWHISK AS IS

EVIDENCED BY EARLY PHOTOGRAPHS.

 


