Finch & C°

PAPUA NEW GUINEA WESTERN HIGHLANDS WAHG MAN'S RITUAL DANCE HEADDRESS

APAPUANEW GUINEAWESTERN HIGHLANDS WAHGI MAN'S RITUAL DANCE HEADDRESS
MADE OF THE CASQUES OF THREE GREAT HORNBILLS ‘BUCEROS BICORNIS' SURROUNDED BY FIBRE AND RAFFIA
STALKS
1ST HALF 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX: 38CMHIGH, 62CMWIDE, 32CMDEEP — 15 INS HIGH, 24%4 INS WIDE, 124 INS DEEP / 67CMHIGH — 2674 INS
HIGH (WITH STAND)

LITERATURE

THE GREAT HORNBILL IS AN ENORMOUS BIRD WITH UNIQUE NESTING HABITS LIMNG IN MONOGAMOUS PAIRS IN THE
DENSE FORESTS OF PAPUANEW GUINEA THEY ARE REGARDED WITH SUPERSTITIOUS AWE AND ARE USED IN
CEREMONIES AND RITUALS AS SYMBOLS OF PURITY AND MARITAL FIDELITY.

BODY ADORNMENTS AND HEADDRESSES ARE AS VARIED AS THE CULTURES OF NEW GUINEA MEN EXPRESS STATUS
AND PRESTIGE BY THEIR WEARING OF ADORNIENTS. PERISHABLE ARRANGEMENTS OF SEEDS, LEAVES, FLOWERS,
STALKS AND PODS WERE ALL USED FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS AND WHICH SEEMED TO FUSE WITH FACE PAINT,
FEATHERS, FUR AND SHELL INTO HUMAN WORKS OF ART. PERMANENT BODY DECORATION IN THE FORM OF SCARS AND
TATTOOS WERE ALSO USED TO SET OFF THE DISPLAYS OF ‘FOUND OBJECTS', MATERIALS NOT TRADITIONALLY
CONSIDERED DECORATIVE, BUT DECLARED TO BE SO BECAUSE THEY WERE UNUSUAL OR RARELY FOUND, AND WOULD
MAKE THE DANCER STAND OUT FROMTHE CROWD. ALL PARTS OF THE BODY ARE DECORATED AND ALL ACCESSORIES
ARE COMBINED WITH ELABORATE ARRANGEMENTS OF HAIR AND FEATHERS TO EMPHASISE THE SIZE AND PHYSICAL
PROFILE OF THE MEN WHO WEAR THEM



