Finch & C°

IMPORTANT AND EARLY NATIVE AMERICAN DAKOTA SIOUX CEREMONIAL CALUMET

AN IMPORTANT AND EARLY NATIVE AVERICAN DAKOTA SIOUX CEREMONIAL CALUMET OF RED CATLINITE WITH ACARVED
ASH-WOOD PIPE STEMDECORATED WITH DYED PORCUPINE QUILLWORK, ANIMAL SKIN AND FUR AND ATUFT OF RED
DYED HORSE HAR
THE PIPE BOWL WITH AN OLD NATIVE REPAIR IN LEAD
INSCRIBED IN INK TO THE REVERSE OF THE STEM‘CALUMET OR PIPE OF PEACE
CIRCA1820—-40
SIZE: 101CMLONG —39% INS LONG/ 11CMHIGH — 4"z INS HIGH (PIPE BOWL)

LITERATURE

KNOWN AS ‘PEACE PIPES’ BY EUROPEANS CALUMETS WERE IN FACT USED IN AVARIETY OF WAYS. PIPES WERE SMOKED
AS SACRED ‘SIGNATURES’ TO IMPORTANT EVENTS SUCH AS PEACE OR ALLIANCE MAKING, COMMERCE AND TRADE, OR
THE UNDERTAKING OF WAR, OR SUCCESS IN THE HUNT. BY PASSING THROUGH THE CALUMET THE SMOKE IS RITUALLY
SANCTIFIED AND ONCE RENDERED SACRED IN THIS WAY IT BECOMES THE MEDIUMBY WHICH PRAYERS, WISHES OR THE
PROMISES OF THE SMOKING PARTIES ARE TRANSPORTED TO THE CREATOR SPIRITS. CALUMETS AND THE EVENTS
SOLEMNISED BY THEIR USE WERE HELD IN THE HIGHEST REGARD. TRAVELLING DOWN THE MSSISSIPPI RIVER IN 1673
FATHER JACQUES MARQUETTE REMARKED ON THE UNIVERSAL RESPECT THAT THE CEREMONIAL ‘PEACE PIPE’ WAS
SHOVWN AMONG ALL THE NATIVE PEOPLES HE ENCOUNTERED EVEN THOSE AT WAR WITH EACH OTHER. HE STATED THAT
UPON THE PRESENTATION OF APIPE DURING FIERCE BATTLE, ALL FIGHTING WOULD HALT.



