
NORTHERN BRITISH LIMESTONE CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MAN
A NORTHERN BRITISH LIMESTONE CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MAN

2ND – 3RD CENTURY AD
SIZE: 26.5CM HIGH, 21CM WIDE, 21.5CM DEEP – 10½ INS HIGH, 8¼ INS WIDE, 8½ INS DEEP / 32CM HIGH – 12½ INS HIGH

(INCLUDING STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THIS AUSTERE VOTIVE HEAD MAY WELL REPRESENT A LOCAL DEITY AND WAS PROBABLY USED AS PART OF THE CELTIC
CULT OF THE HEAD WHERE CARVED STONE HEADS FUNCTIONED AS SURROGATES FOR ACTUAL DECAPITATED HUMAN

HEADS TAKEN IN BATTLE. THE CELTS REGARDED THE HEAD AS THE SEAT OF THE SOUL AND CAPABLE OF INDEPENDENT
BEING. ITS POWERS PROTECTED AGAINST EVIL AND WERE A SOURCE OF SUPERNATURAL WISDOM. THE CELTIC

VENERATION OF THE HEAD LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE HEAD AS THE LOCUS OF THE
SOUL, EXPLAINING THE LATER REVERENCE FOR THE HEADS OF SAINTS AND THEIR PRESERVATION AS SACRED RELICS.

 


