Finch & C°

SOUTH AFRICAN XHOSA CEREMIONIAL WOODEN PIPE

AN UNUSUAL SOUTH AFRICAN XHOSA CEREMONIAL WOODEN PIPE OF HUMOROUS DESIGN
THE TWO-BRANCHED STEMS ATTACHED TO THE PIPE BOWL LINED WITH METAL THE LONG SHAFT TAPERING TO ACARVED
HUMAN FOOT
OLD SILKY SMOOTH PATINA
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 72CMLONG, 12CMWIDE, 28" INS LONG, 4% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE USE OF TOBACCO PLAYED AMAJOR PART IN MANY TRADITIONAL CEREMONIES AND RITES THROUGHOUT DALY LIFE
AT THE CAPE AND THE PRESENCE OF THE ANCESTORS WAS ACKNOWLEDGED AT ALL OF THESE IMPORTANT EVENTS.
PIPES WERE OFTEN GIVEN AS WEDDING PRESENTS OR AS GIFTS TO MAINTAIN HARMONIOUS FAMILY OR KINSHIP TIES.

ALTHOUGH MEN ALWAYS CARVED THEM, PIPES WERE USED BY BOTH GENDERS AND WERE PRIZED AS FAMLY
HEIRLOOMS PASSED DOVWN THROUGH GENERATIONS AND OFTEN ONLY USED ON SPECIAL OR RITUAL OCCASIONS.

XHOSAPIPES WITH LONG STEMS WERE GENERALLY USED BY WOMEN AND INDICATED SOME DEGREE OF STATUS. NON-

FIGURATIVE PIPES ARE THOUGHT TO PRE-DATE FIGURATIVE ONES, WITH THOSE MADE IN THE EASTERN CAPE OFTEN
HAVING AHUMOROUS TWIST IN THEIR DESIGN. THE PIPES ARTISTIC AESTHETIC EXPRESSED IN ITS CRAFTSMANSHIP
HELPED TO REINFORCE THE BELIEF THAT TOBACCO WAS DIRECTLY ASSOCIATED WITH GENEROUS AND POVWERFUL



ANCESTRAL SPIRITS, AS WELL AS LIMING INDIVIDUALS OF HIGH STATUS.



