Finch & C°

SOUTH AFRICAN TRANSVAAL NTWANE / PEDI WOODEN STAFF

ASOUTH AFRICAN TRANSVAAL NTWANE / PEDI WOODEN STAFF
THE FIGURATIVE HANDLE WITH METAL INLAID EYES APOKERWORK OPEN MOUTH AND SCARIFICATION TO EACH CHEEK
WEARING ADISTINCTIVE MALE INITIATES MUD COIFFURE
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 90CMLONG - 3572 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE NTWANE ORIGINALLY LIVED IN WHAT IS NOW BOTSWANA IN 1903 THEY RELOCATED TO THE MPUMALANGA PROVINCE
OF SOUTH AFRICAAND SUBSEQUENTLY BECAVE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE PEDI WITH WHOM THEY SHARED
VARIOUS TRADITIONS OF COSTUME AND RITUAL PRACTICES. BOTH COMMUNITIES HAVE LONG-STANDING WOOD CARVING
TRADITIONS THAT ARE LINKED TO MALE INITIATION SCHOQOLS.

THE HEAD OF THIS STAFF HAS A COIFFURE THAT RELATES TO THE MUD HAIRSTYLES ADOPTED BY YOUNG MALE INITIATES
AVIONG THE NTWANE. IT CONSISTS OF AMIXXTURE OF CLAY AND ANIMAL FAT, WHICH IS RUBBED INTO THE HEAD AND
SHAPED TO FORMAHELMET-LIKE STRUCTURE.



