Finch & C°

MEDIEVAL FRENCH LORRAINE LIMESTONE HEAD OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI
AMEDIEVAL FRENCH LORRAINE LIMESTONE HEAD OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI THE TONSURED SAINT WITH AN EXPRESSION
OF SERIOUS AND STUDIED INTENT
TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME
FIRST HALF 15TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19.5CMHIGH — 7% INS HIGH / 30CMHIGH — 11% INS HIGH (INCLUDING STAND)

LITERATURE

FRANCIS OF ASSISI (1181 — 1226) WAS THE FOUNDER OF THE FRANCISCAN ORDER. BORN THE SON OF AWEALTHY
CLOTH MERCHANT HE DRAMATICALLY RENOUNCED HIS INHERITANCE AND ALL HE OWNED, EVEN DISCARDING HIS
CLOTHES, TO SEEK CHRIST. IN POVERTY HE TRAVELLED AS APILGRIMIDENTIFYING HIMSELF WITH THE PENNILESS AND
TENDING THOSE WHO SUFFERED FROMLEPROSY. FOR THREE YEARS HE LIVED ALONE, WANDERING AND MENDICANT
UNTIL SEVEN DISCIPLES GATHERED AROUND HIMAND TOGETHER THEY LIVED ACOMMUNAL LIFE AT THE PORTUNCULA

IN ASSISI NEAR ALEPER COLONY. FROMTHESE BEGINNINGS THE FOUNDATION OF THE ORDER DEVELOPED.
FRANCIS HAS ALWAYS HAD AWIDESPREAD CULT FOSTERED IN THE MDDLE AGES BY HIS FRIARS, AND HE IS STILL ONE
OF THE WORLD’S BEST LOVED SAINTS, BUT HIS NATURE IS OFTEN OVER SENTIMENTALISED. THERE IS AGREAT
TENDENCY, ESPECIALLY BY FILMPRODUCERS, TO OMT THE REAL STERNNESS OF HIS CHARACTER AND TONEGLECT
HIS ALL PERVASIVE LOVE OF GOD AND IDENTIFICATION WITH THE SUFFERING OF CHRIST.



