
SOUTH AFRICAN ZIMBABWE SHONA RHINOCEROS HORN CEREMONIAL PRESTIGE AXE
A FINE SOUTH AFRICAN ZIMBABWE SHONA RHINOCEROS HORN CEREMONIAL PRESTIGE AXE WITH IRON BLADE

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 62CM LONG, 19.5CM WIDE – 24½ INS LONG, 7¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

AXES SUCH AS THIS FASHIONED FROM BLOND RHINOCEROS HORN WERE NOT COMMONLY USED AS WEAPONS. THEY
WERE INSIGNIA OF MILITARY RANK AND AS SUCH WERE CARRIED RESTING ON THE SHOULDER INTO THE BATTLEFIELD

BY CHIEFS AND COMMANDERS.
AXES AND KNIVES WERE PRESERVED AS HEIRLOOMS AMONGST THE PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND TRANSMITTED
FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT AS IMPORTANT INDICATORS OF STATUS. THEY ALSO PRESERVED AND CARRIED AN

AURA OF ANCESTRAL SYMBOLISM.

 


