
GREEK SOUTH ITALY BLACK GLAZED POTTERY BELL KRATER DECORATED IN THE SIX’S TECHNIQUE
A GREEK SOUTH ITALY BLACK GLAZED POTTERY BELL KRATER DECORATED IN THE SIX’S TECHNIQUE WITH INCISED AND

WHITE PAINTED DETAILS OF STYLISED GRAPE VINES AND FOUR BIRDS INCLUDING AN OWL
GOOD UN-RESTORED CONDITION

GNATHIAN COLONIES – 4TH CENTURY BC
SIZE: 22CM HIGH, 23.5CM DIA. – 8½ INS HIGH, 9¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

GNATHIAN WARE IS NAMED FOR THE SITE OF EQUAZIA ON THE ADRIATIC COAST OF APULIA AND THE POTTERY FROM
ANCIENT GNATHIA IS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHER WARES BY THE TECHNIQUE OF DECORATION WHICH CONSISTED OF

COVERING MOST OR ALL OF THE SURFACE WITH BLACK SLIP, USUALLY BY DIPPING, AND THEN APPLYING THE
DECORATION IN ADDED COLOURS, SLIPS OF WHITE AND RED, DIRECTLY ONTO THE BLACK SURFACE. HOWEVER, WITH
THE SIX’S TECHNIQUE THE DETAILS ARE NOT INCISED INTO THE ADDED COLOURS, BUT PAINTED WITH A BRUSH AND IF
INCISION EXISTS IT IS DIRECTLY ON THE BLACK GROUND. BY COATING THE WHITE SLIP WITH A THIN WASH OF DILUTED

BLACK SLIP, A YELLOWISH TINT WAS PRODUCED, USEFUL FOR REPRESENTING METALWORK. THE SAME DILUTED GLAZE
COULD BE USED FOR SHADING AND A VARIETY OF COLOUR TONES, WHICH WOULD PICK OUT THE SUBJECT MATTER AND

THEREBY IMPART A SENSE OF THREE-DIMENSIONALITY.
THE POTTERY MIXING BOWL OR KRATER WAS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IN BOTH GREEK FESTIVE AND DAILY DRINKING. IT
WAS REGARDED AS AN ESSENTIAL TO THE CIVILISED ECONOMY OF MIXING WATER WITH WINE. THE GREEKS REGARDED
PEOPLES WHO DRANK THEIR WINE UNDILUTED AS SOMEWHAT BARBARIC. HERODOTUS RECORDS THAT CLEOMENES

WENT MAD BECAUSE HE SPENT A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME WITH THE SCYTHIANS AND ‘ACQUIRED THE HABIT OF TAKING
WINE WITHOUT WATER AND WENT OFF HIS HEAD IN CONSEQUENCE’!

 


