
NORTHEAST CONGO KUSU IVORY CEREMONIAL PARADE BATON
AN AFRICAN NORTHEAST CONGO KUSU IVORY CEREMONIAL PARADE BATON INSCRIBED ‘IVORY PARADE SWORD UPPER

CONGO WBSTR. OCT 1, 1898’ WITH PITT RIVERS INVENTORY NUMBER ‘5757’
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 38CM LONG – 15 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES FOLLOWED IN THE WAKE OF THE EXPLORERS WHO FIRST STARTED PROBING THE
INTERIOR HEART OF AFRICA AROUND THE TURN OF THE 19TH CENTURY. UNTIL THIS PERIOD LITTLE WAS KNOWN OF THE

INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE CONGO REGION. THE CONGO PEOPLES WERE FIRST CONTACTED AT THE MOUTH OF THE
CONGO RIVER IN THE LATE 15TH CENTURY AND DEVELOPED A STEADY TRADE IN SLAVES AND IVORY WITH THE

PORTUGUESE, BUT THERE WAS NO EUROPEAN PENETRATION INTO THE INTERIOR UNTIL THE MID-19TH CENTURY, IT
REMAINED ‘DARKEST AFRICA’. LIVINGSTON, STANLEY AND THEIR FOLLOWERS, MISSIONARIES AND ADVENTURERS,
EXPLORED THE AREA AND SCULPTURES AND ARTEFACTS BEGAN TO BE COLLECTED FROM THESE NEW FOUND

PEOPLES AFTER ABOUT 1880. THIS CEREMONIAL IVORY BATON OR ‘PARADE SWORD’ WAS PROBABLY COLLECTED IN THE
FIELD DURING THIS PERIOD.

 


