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A HOPI KACHINA IMPERSONATORS DANCE MASK ‘MANA’ OF LEATHER PAINTED WITH CLAY PIGMENTS AND A BEARD OF

HUMAN HAIR SINEW ATTACHMENTS

SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH, 18CM WIDE – 6½ INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE

48CM LONG – 19 INS LONG (WITH BEARD) / 145CM HIGH – 57 INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

 
LITERATURE

IN SPITE OF THE MANY FOREIGN INTRUSIONS THE PUEBLO CULTURE OF THE HOPI NEVER LOST ITS BASIC FORM. CORN
OR MAIZE WAS ALWAYS THEIR PRINCIPAL CROP AND TO THE HOPI CORN IS LIFE, FOR IT HAS SUSTAINED THEM

THROUGHOUT THEIR HISTORY. THEIR RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS MAINTAIN A COMPLEX AND ALL PERSUASIVE PATTERN OF
SEASONAL RITUAL DANCES IN WHICH MASKED AND TRADITIONALLY ADORNED MEN TAKE THE ROLES OF SUPERNATURAL

SPIRITS THE ‘KACHINAS’. THESE BEINGS ARE THE MESSENGERS TO THE GODS AND REPRESENTATIONS OF THE GODS
ON EARTH. THEY ARE THE FRIENDS AND ALLIES OF HUMANS AND CONVEYORS OF THEIR PRAYERS TO THE GODS. THEY
ARE THE SPIRITS OF THE ANCESTORS, BUT ALSO EMBODY THE SPIRITUAL ESSENCE OF ALL THINGS, FROM ASHES TO
STARS. THEY COME TO VISIT HUMANS DURING THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE WINTER SOLSTICE AND THEIR RETURN TO



THE UNDERWORLD IN JULY. THEY ARE SAID TO DWELL IN THE SAN FRANCISCO PEAKS, NORTH OF FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA.
DURING THE SEASON THE KACHINAS ARE IMPERSONATED BY MEMBERS OF THE MEN’S ASSOCIATIONS WEARING MASKS
SUCH AS THESE THAT ENVELOPE THE HEAD. DANCING AND CHANTING SONGS THE MEN BECOME THE SUPERNATURAL
BEINGS, ‘KACHINA’ AND ARE ABLE TO CONVERSE WITH THE GODS. THE HOPI CONTINUE TO LEAD TRADITIONAL LIVES,
AND ALTHOUGH THEY EMBRACE EDUCATION AND SOME MODERN TECHNOLOGY, EVERYONE RETURNS HOME FROM

WORKING IN THE CITIES TO TAKE PART IN THE DANCE FESTIVALS.
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