Finch & C°

YORUBA ANELY CARVED FEMALE ‘ERE IBEJI' HGURE

AWEST AFRICAN YORUBAFINELY CARVED FEMALE ‘ERE IBEJI' FIGURE WITH AN ELEGANT OPEN PLAITED HAIRSTYLE
WEARING BRONZE BANGLES AROUND HER WRISTS AND ASTRING OF BEADS ABOUT HER WAIST
‘OKE EHO' OYO YORUBALAND
EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 25.5CMHIGH — 10 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE YORUBA PEOPLE OF NIGERIAHAVE AN EXTRAORDINARILY HIGH OCCURRENCE OF TWIN BIRTHS, SAID TO BE FOUR
TIMES THAT OF ANYWHERE ELSE, AND SUBSEQUENTLY AHIGH RATE OF INFANT MORTALITY. IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY
AND FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY YORUBA ARTISTS CREATED AVARIETY OF REGIONALLY CARVED TWIN FIGURES

‘ERE IBEJI' TO MEET THE NEEDS OF GRIEVING PARENTS WHO WANTED TO HONOUR THEIR DECEASED TWINS. THESE
SMALL SCULPTURED MEMORIAL FIGURES WOULD BE PLACED ON PERSONAL DOMESTIC SHRINES, SOMETIMES IN THE
MOTHER'S BEDROOM, WHERE THEY WOULD BE BATHED, ANOINTED WITH PALMOIL, SMEARED WITH RED CAMWOOD
POWDER AND GIVEN OFFERINGS OF FOOD AS SUSTENANCE. OVER TIME THESE WEEKLY PROPITIATORY RITES, THE
RITUAL WASHING AND RUBBING, WOULD PRODUCE AWORN AND SMOOTH PATINATION GIVING THE FACIAL FEATURES AN
ABSTRACT INNER-SPIRITUAL POWER. THE BRONZE BRACELETS AND BEADS WOULD BE ADDED BY THE PARENTS TO
ENHANCE THE BEAUTY OF THE FIGURE. TO THE YORUBA THESE CARVED IMAGES OF THEIR LOST TWINS CAVE TO
REPRESENT AN AFFIRMATION OF LIFE IN THE FACE OF DEATH.



