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IMPRESSIVE WHALERS SILVER MOUNTED NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE



AN IMPRESSIVE WHALERS SILVER MOUNTED NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE
‘MONODON MONOCEROS’
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 90CMLONG - 3572 INS LONG
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 21, ITEMNO. 25, FOR A19TH CENTURY EXAVPLE
C..T.E.S ARTICLE 10 AVAILABLE

LITERATURE

IN 1555 OLAUS MAGNUS IN UPPSALA, SWEDEN WROTE OF THE NARWHAL ‘THE MONOCEROS IS ASEAMONSTER WHICH
HAS AVERY LARGE HORN IN ITS FOREHEAD WITH WHICH IT CAN PIERCE THROUGH AND DESTROY SHIPS AND KILL MANY
MEN’ (HISTORIADE GENTIBUS SEPTENTRIONALIBUS). MARINERS HUNTING THE SPERMWHALE, THE COLOSSI OF THE
SEA WOULD ENCOUNTER THE NARWHAL AND PRESUME THEMTO BE THE ‘UNICORNS OF THE SEA. THE TUSKS WOULD
BE BROUGHT BACK FROMGREENLAND AND THE ARCTIC AND SOLD TO MERCHANTS AND COLLECTORS AS VALUABLE
MAGICAL OBJECTS FOR CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES.

IT WAS THE GREATEST DANISH SCIENTIST OF THE 16TH CENTURY, OLE WORM (1588-1654) WHO DISCOVERED THE
TRUTH ON BEING GIVEN ANARWHAL SKULL COMPLETE WITH ITS TUSK IN COPENHAGEN IN 1615. HIS DRAWMING OF IT WAS
USED AS AN ILLUSTRATION FOR ATHESIS IN 1638 DEBATING WHETHER THE TOOTH MGHT POSSESS THE SAVE MAGICAL
QUALITIES ATTRIBUTED TO THE UNICORN’'S HORN. BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE OF THE UNICORN PERSISTED INTO THE
18TH CENTURY WHEN THERE COULD BE FOUND OVER 100 ‘UNICORN’ APOTHECARY SHOPS IN GERMANY. THE ANIMAL
AND ITS MYTHICAL HORN WAS FOUND DISPLAYED ON JARS, BAGS, BOTTLES AND EVEN INVOICE HEADINGS UNTIL THE
LATE 18TH CENTURY AS AREMINDER OF THE TIME WHEN POWDER MADE OF ‘UNICORN" HORN WAS HELD IN HIGH
ESTEEMAS ACURE FOR ALL ILLS AND AN IMPORTANT ANTIDOTE TO POISON.



