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A RARE SRI LANKAN CARVED IVORY PORTRAIT OF A NOBLE MEMBER OF THE ROYAL KANDYAN COURT

STANDING RIGIDLY WITH HIS HANDS CLASPED TO HIS SIDE WEARING A CEREMONIAL SWORD IN A SASH A COMB IN HIS
HAIR AND LONG BAGGY TROUSERS

THE EYES AND SASH INLAID WITH HORN

AN OLD INDISTINCT INK INSCRIPTION TO THE REVERSE

LATE 18TH CENTURY KANDY PERIOD

SIZE: 18.5CM HIGH – 7¼ INS HIGH

BELGIUM CITES: 2025/BE00990/CE
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LITERATURE

THE ACTIVE SINHALESE ARTS AND CRAFTS IN THE LAST INDEPENDENT ‘MOUNTAIN KINGDOM’ OF KANDY INCLUDED THE
WIDE USE OF IVORY, WHICH WAS A FAVOURITE MEDIUM FOR SCULPTURES. THE ROYAL PALACE WAS A CENTRE THAT
ATTRACTED THE MOST SKILLED CRAFTSMEN, AN ARTISTIC ELITE, WHO FORMED A GUILD CALLED ‘PATTAL HATARA’.

MEMBERS INCLUDED PAINTERS, JEWELLERS, GOLD AND SILVERSMITHS AND IVORY WORKERS. THESE SAME SKILLED
WORKERS WERE ALSO INVOLVED IN BUILDING AND DECORATING THE TEMPLES FOUND THROUGHOUT KANDY. THEY

ENJOYED THE KING’S PROTECTION AND RECEIVED ROYAL DONATIONS. THEIR PRESENCE ATTRACTED OTHER ARTISTS
SUCH AS DANCERS AND MUSICIANS TO THE COURT AND THE KINGS OF KANDY BECAME FAMED FOR THEIR PATRONAGE

OF THE ARTS.

     THE ISLAND OF SRI LANKA AND ITS SURROUNDING SEA WERE A TREASURE TROVE OF RESOURCES FOR THE
PORTUGUESE AND ALL THE OTHER FOREIGNERS WHO CAME AND AIMED TO DOMINATE THE ISLAND AFTER THEM.

PRECIOUS STONES, ROCK CRYSTAL, IVORY AND AMBERGRIS; ALL THE RAW MATERIALS THAT FORMED THE BASIS FOR
SOME OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING PRECIOUS OBJECTS KNOWN IN THE WEST, WERE TO BE FOUND. WORKS OF ART

TRANSFORMED FROM NATURAL PEARLS FROM THE GULF OF MANNAR AND FROM EXOTIC MALDIVIAN COCONUTS WERE
TO BECOME SOME OF THE FIRST EXAMPLES OF ‘CROSS-CULTURAL TRADE’. CEYLON WAS A ‘GIFT FROM A DIVINE HAND’ AS

JORGE PINTO DE AZEVEDO TOLD HIS KING JOĂO IV IN 1646.

 
PROVENANCE

EX FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NUMBER 22, ITEM NUMBER 45

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION OF A TITLED GENTLEMAN

EX PRIVATE IRISH COLLECTION 

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 15, ITEM NO. 30, FOR A SRI LANKAN BRONZE BUDDHA OF THE KANDY PERIOD, AND



CATALOGUE NO. 18, ITEM NO. 5, AND CATALOGUE NO. 20, ITEM NO. 28, FOR TWO KANDYAN PERIOD IVORY FIGURES 

BELGIUM CITES: 2025/BE00990/CE

 
 


