
VICTORIAN CONCHOLOGISTS DIORAMA
AN EARLY VICTORIAN CONCHOLOGISTS DIORAMA FILLED WITH A COLLECTION OF SEASHELLS CORALS AND SEA LIFE

FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 43.5CM HIGH, 51.5CM WIDE, 22CM DEEP – 17 INS HIGH, 20¼ INS WIDE, 8½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

SHELL COLLECTING HAS BEEN A FAVOURITE PASTIME SINCE THE RENAISSANCE, ALTHOUGH THEIR INTRICATE BEAUTY
HAS CAPTIVATED HUMANS SINCE EARLIEST TIMES. THEIR ARRANGEMENT INTO AESTHETIC AND PLEASING DESIGNS

SATISFIED THE EARNEST AND LEARNED MINDS OF COLLECTORS, WHO ALMOST ALWAYS ALSO HAD A DESIRE TO
FURTHER KNOWLEDGE AND STUDY IN THEIR SUBJECT. IN 1717 THE AMSTERDAM APOTHECARY AND CONCOLOGIST,

ALBERT SEBA (1665-1736) SOLD TO PETER THE GREAT OF RUSSIA A CABINET OF ‘EAST INDIAN CYPRESS WOOD’
CONTAINING 72 DRAWERS OF ARTFULLY ARRANGED SHELLS.

SHELLS WERE AMONG THE EXOTIC TREASURES BROUGHT BACK FROM THE VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY WHEN THEY WERE
SO COVETED BY WEALTHY COLLECTORS THAT CERTAIN SPECIMENS COULD RAISE ENORMOUS SUMS AT AUCTION. THE
FIRST SHELL AUCTIONS WERE HELD IN HOLLAND DURING THE EARLY 1700’S AND ATTRACTED BUYERS FROM LONDON,

PARIS AND COPENHAGEN. ONE OF THE FIRST ENGLISH AUCTION SALES WAS THAT OF THE COLLECTION OF COMMODORE
LISLE WHICH TOOK PLACE IN FEBRUARY 1753 AT LONGFORDS IN LONDON. THE SHELL OF A PRECIOUS WENDLETRAP

FETCHED £115 – A STAGGERING SUM!

 


