
SOUTH GERMAN PRIMING FLASK
A SOUTH GERMAN PRIMING FLASK MADE FROM THE CARAPACE OF A HERMAN’S TORTOISE WITH CAST BRASS MOUNTS IN

THE FORM OF ACANTHUS LEAVES
17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 13CM LONG – 1¾ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 5 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

WITH MATCHLOCK GUNS, WHEEL LOCKS AND FLINTLOCKS IT WAS NECESSARY TO USE FINER POWDER IN THE PAN THAN
IN THE CHARGE. THE ACT OF FILLING THE PAN WAS CALLED PRIMING, AND THE FLASK TO HOLD THE FINE POWDER, THE

PRIMER. IN EUROPE, IT COULD BE COMBINED WITH THE SPANNER FOR WHEEL LOCKS OR WITH A BULLET POUCH.
FLASKS OF ALL KINDS WERE FAVOURITE OBJECTS FOR DECORATION, BUT THE PRIMER BEING SMALL AND CONSTANTLY

CARRIED WAS PARTICULARLY CHOSEN FOR THIS PURPOSE.

 


