Finch & C°

RARE NATIVE AMERICAN NAVAJO 'TALKING GOD' OR 'YH BICHE' HOLYWAY CEREMONIAL SHAMAN'S MASK

ARARE NATIVE AVERICAN NAVAJO TALKING GOD' OR 'YEI BICHEI' HOLYWAY CEREMONIAL SHAMAN'S MASK
HIDE WITH ABSTRACT DESIGNS IN CHARCOAL AND CLAY PIGVMENTS AN EAGLE FEATHER TIED TO ONE SIDE ASHELL TO
EACH EYE AND TO THE MOUTH SINEW ATTACHVENTS
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 40CMHIGH, 32CMWIDE (MAX) — 15% INS HIGH, 1274 INS WIDE (MAX)

LITERATURE

THE NIGHTWAY IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT HOLYWAY CEREMONIES AND WHEN SPEAKING ENGLISH IS REFERRED
TOBY THE NAVAJO AS ‘YE BICHAI'. THIS HEALING RITE IS SAID TO BE PARTICULARLY CURATIVE OF ALL ALMENTS OF THE
HEAD. PERFORMED BY AMEDICINE MAN OR SHAVAN, IT CAN ONLY TAKE PLACE AFTER THE FIRST FROST AND BEFORE
THE FIRST THUNDERSTORM OF SPRING, WHEN THE SNAKES ARE IN HIBERNATION AND THERE ARE NO LIGHTNING
FLASHES IN THE SKY. DURING THE LAST OF NINE NIGHTS THE ‘YE I DEITIES APPEAR, WHOSE LEADER IS KNOWN AS
‘TALKING GOD’ OR ‘MATERNAL GRANDFATHER OF THE GODS; YEI BICHEL'.

IN ANCIENT TIMES THE NAVAJO WERE SEM-NOMADIC HUNTER-GATHERERS MOVING IN ASEASONAL ROUND COLLECTING
WILD PLANTS AND HUNTING GAVE FROM FAVOURED CAVPSITES. THEY LEARNED FARMING TECHNIQUES FROMTHEIR
PUEBLO INDIAN NEIGHBOURS, SUCH AS THE HOPI, BUT WOULD SUPPLEMENT SUPPLIES BY RAIDING THE VILLAGES FOR
THEIR RIPE CROPS. THEY EVENTUALLY LIVED IN CLOSE PROXIMTY TO THE HOPI AND ADAPTED MANY ASPECTS AND
ELEMENTS OF THEIR CULTURE TO SUIT THEMSELVES, INCLUDING THE WEAVING OF TEXTILES. THIS ‘“TALKING GOD’ MASK
WAS PROBABLY INSPIRED BY PUEBLO PROTOTYPES.



