
SILVER RELIQUARY BOX CONTAINING A MINIATURE BOHEMIAN COLOURED GLASS FIGURE OF ST JOHN OF NEPOMUK
AN UNUSUAL SILVER RELIQUARY BOX CONTAINING A MINIATURE BOHEMIAN COLOURED GLASS FIGURE OF ST JOHN OF

NEPOMUK, PATRON SAINT OF PRAGUE INSCRIBED TO THE HINGED LID: ‘ST JOHN OF NEPOMUK 1330-1393 IMPERIAL
NOTARY PRIEST RECTOR OF ST GALL IN PRAGUE 1381 AFTER SUFFERING TORTURE HE WAS DROWNED IN THE VLTAVA

BY ORDER OF KING WENCESLAUS’ 
TO THE BASE AN ENGRAVED ARMORIAL BEING THE ARMS OF THE READE FAMILY ORIGINALLY PERTAINING TO THOMAS

REDE OF ABINGDON WHO PURCHASED THE MANOR OF DUNS TEW IN 1545 AND IN 1550 THE MANOR OF BARTON,
OXFORDSHIRE 

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 2CM HIGH, 5.5CM DIA (MAX) – ¾ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS DIA. (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

HALFWAY ACROSS CHARLES BRIDGE IN PRAGUE IS A SMALL BRONZE LORRAINE CROSS WHICH MARKS THE SPOT WHERE
ST JOHN OF NEPOMUK WAS HURLED INTO THE RIVER. HIS STATUE ERECTED BY THE JESUITS IN 1683 ADORNS THE

BRIDGE. JOHN WAS THE VICAR-GENERAL OF PRAGUE WHO WAS PUT IN A SACK AND DROPPED INTO THE RIVER VLTAVA IN
1383 ON THE ORDERS OF WENCESLAS IV. IT IS SAID THAT WENCESLAS PUT JOHN TO DEATH FOR APPOINTING AN ABBOT
AGAINST HIS WISHES, HOWEVER, 300 YEARS LATER THE JESUITS CREATED JOHN A CATHOLIC MARTYR WITH A LEGEND
THAT WENCESLAS HAD ASKED HIM TO REVEAL WHAT THE QUEEN HAD SAID DURING HER CONFESSION. HE DECLINED
AND WAS PUT ON THE RACK, AND UNDER TORTURE SAID HE HAD FORGOTTEN AND NOW WOULD NOT TELL EVEN IF HE

COULD REMEMBER! HE WAS DROWNED IN THE RIVER AND ABOVE HIS FLOATING CORPSE APPEARED FIVE STARS.
HE WAS CANONISED BY THE JESUITS IN 1729 AFTER THE ORDER HAD EXHUMED HIS COFFIN AND CLAIMED TO HAVE

FOUND HIS TONGUE. THE BRONZE STATUE OF ST JOHN IS SAID TO HELP WITH INFERTILITY AND THE WRONGLY
ACCUSED, AND HAS BEEN SO RUBBED BY WORSHIPPERS HOPING FOR HIS HELP THAT ONLY A GLITTERING DOT

REMAINS.

 


