
SOUTH AFRICAN TSONGA CARVED TRAVELLING HEADREST
A SOUTH AFRICAN TSONGA CARVED TRAVELLING HEADREST AND STAFF

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 9CM DEEP, 54CM LONG – 6 INS HIGH, 3½ INS DEEP, 21¼ INS LONG 

SEE: FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 4, ITEM NO. 22 FOR A SIMILAR EXAMPLE

 
LITERATURE

THE COMBINATION OF A WALKING STAFF AND A HEADREST IS THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN PRODUCED IN RESPONSE TO THE
ITINERANT WORKFORCE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. LIGHTWEIGHT AND PORTABLE THESE TRAVELLING HEADRESTS

PROVIDED THEIR MALE OWNERS WITH A PILLOW FOR SLEEP, CONTACT WITH THE ANCESTORS THROUGH THOUGHT
PROVOKING DREAMS, THE MEANS TO TRANSPORT THEIR BUNDLE OF BELONGINGS WHEN TIED TO THE END, AND IF

NECESSARY, IT COULD BE USED FOR PROTECTION.

 


