Finch & C°

SOUTH AFRICAN ZULU WOMAN'S SHEMBE CHURCH HAT

ASOUTH AFRICAN ZULU WOMAN'S SHEMBE CHURCH HAT
LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16CMHIGH, 19CMDIA (MAX) — 6% INS HIGH, 772 INS DIA. (MAX)

LITERATURE

AVIONG THE ZULU THE HEAD IS CONSIDERED SACRED AND AMARRIED WOMAN WOULD NEVER APPEAR IN PUBLIC
WITHOUT SOME TYPE OF HEAD COVERING. TRADITIONALLY HEADDRESSES WERE MADE BY WEAVING COARSE KNITTING
WOOL INTO THE NATURAL HAIR, WHICH WAS THEN STAINED WITH RED OCHRE AND SMEARED WITH ANIMAL FAT. THIS
FORMED APERMANENT ELABORATE COIFFURE WHICH WAS SEALED AT THE TOP AND THE INTERIOR PACKED WITH DRIED
HERBS. IT WAS ALSO THE CUSTOMFOR WOMEN TO HIDE SMALL PERSONAL TREASURES INSIDE THEIR HAIRDO.

THE STYLE OF AZULU WOMAN'S HEADDRESS CALLED A‘INHLOKO' OR ‘ISICHOLO WAS DETERMNED BY THE CULTURE TO
WHICH SHE BELONGED, AND THE FEMALE MEMBERS OF THE SHEMBE CHURCH (IBANDLA IAVANAZARETHA) WORE THESE
DISTINCTIVE RED CONICAL HATS.



