
WESTERN CAMEROON GRASSLANDS KAKA CHIEFS HAT
AN AFRICAN WESTERN CAMEROON GRASSLANDS KAKA CHIEFS HAT THE WOVEN PALM FIBRE CAP WITH PROJECTING

PORCUPINE QUILLS
FIRST HALF 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: APPROX: 50CM LONG, 24CM DIA. – 19¾ INS LONG, 9½ INS DIA. 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 19, ITEM NO. 6, FOR A SIMILAR EXAMPLE

 
LITERATURE

IN AFRICAN ART WILD ANIMALS ARE DEPICTED MUCH MORE FREQUENTLY THAN DOMESTICATED ONES. IT IS NOT THE
ANIMALS THAT ARE USUALLY ASSOCIATED IN THE MINDS OF WESTERN EUROPEANS WITH AFRICA SUCH AS ZEBRAS,

GIRAFFES, LIONS AND CHEETAHS THAT ARE REPRESENTED, BUT THOSE MORE REMARKABLE FOR HOW THEY BEHAVE
AND LOOK. AARDVARKS, CHAMELEONS, CROCODILES, HYENAS, HORNBILLS, PANGOLINS AND PORCUPINES ARE ALL

EXCEPTIONAL IN THEIR APPEARANCE AND PROVIDE THE MOST USEFUL SYMBOLIC EXPRESSIONS OF HUMAN SITUATIONS
AND RITUAL CEREMONIES. THIS ORNATE CAP IMITATES THE ELABORATE ORNAMENTAL HAIRSTYLES ONCE WORN BY THE
MEN IN THE CAMEROON’S, WITH PORCUPINE QUILLS EMBELLISHING THE PROJECTING KNITTED PALM FIBRE BURLS. IT

PROBABLY DENOTED HIGH SOCIAL STATUS AND WAS WORN ON CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS.

 


